INDIA
Dominion Starts
T)ARTLY by the power of her arms, but more by
I the force of her political ideals, Britain has built
up a great world-commonwealth; a commonwealth
consisting, as stated by the Imperial Conference in
1926, of autonomous communities, 'equal in status,
in nowise subordinate one to another in any aspect of
their domestic or external affairs, though united by a
common allegiance to the Crown and freely associated
as members of the British Commonwealth of Nations'.
Can the free fellowship of this Commonwealth of
Nations be shared by the peoples of India? Can its
communities, whose culture differs so widely from
Western civilization, find satisfaction within this wide
circumference ? It is the declared policy of the present
British Government to attain this end.
The attainment by India of 'Dominion Status', with
its implications of internal autonomy and external
security, is not a question which affects India and
Burma only. For if India remains within the Common-
wealth of Nations by her own choice, and as a free
agent, as do the great self-governing Dominions, she
will constitute a bridge between the two great world
civilizations, the civilization of the West and the
civilization of the East, across which men's minds may
move to a truer comradeship and to a better under-
standing. No country has it in her power to make
a more notable contribution to the peace of the
world.
How can men of goodwill best help in achieving
this end ? The first step plainly is to make a deliberate
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